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Pentecost is For Everyone 
By Virginia King 

National Liaisons Meet 
in Cleveland 

     The National Association of 
Diocesan Liaisons met for their 
annual conference in April in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Our three 
speakers, Charles Whitehead, 
former chairman of the English 
NSC and ICCRS, Aggie Neck, 
current chairperson of our own 
NSC,  and Peter Herbeck, from 
Renewal Ministries, spoke on 
the theme, “40 Years of 
Renewal, Where Do We Go 
From Here?” 
     Peter Herbeck challenged us 
to move from the Upper Room 
and proclaim what we have 
heard and seen. He asked if we 
had a passion for souls? Are we 
seeking the lost – focusing on 
maintenance, rather than 
mission. We stagnate if we do 
not evangelize. 
     Charles Whitehead linked 
baptism in the Spirit to growth 
in holiness. He urged us to 
foster the gifts of the Spirit for 
all, not just special people, and 
to be open to all the gifts, not 
settle for just one. He also noted 
the need to mentor young 
people, allowing them to 
minister actively, but offering 
them o ur wisdo m and 
experience. 
     Aggie Neck exhorted us to 
pray for zeal, keeping the fire 
burning, even if it is only an 
ember. She encouraged us to 
expect the miraculous – to 
notice the daily miracles. She 
spoke of the lethargy, the “little 
demons holding our ankles”, 
that can prevent us from 
ministering. A prophetic word 
challenged us “to get out of our 
seats, our comfort zones, to 
stand up, step out.” 
Visit the liaison website for 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n : 
www.NADL.net. 

     There is a story about a group of refugees 
who were leaving a very arid desert area in Af-
rica because of years of drought and were seek-
ing to find a new place to live where they could 
survive. They were led by their guide past a 
great waterfall and they could not believe what 
they were seeing: millions and millions of gal-
lons of water just flooding over that waterfall. 
They stood and stared at the waterfall for a 
very long time. When the guide finally was able 
to get them to continue their journey, he asked them why they were 
staring at the waterfall. They answered, "We were waiting to see it 
stop flowing." He said to them, "But it never stops flowing!" They 
asked him, "For how many years has it been flowing?” and he told 
them "For millions and millions of years!" This was something that 
was simply beyond their understanding-so far removed was it from 
their previous experience of life without even enough water to survive. 
God's love poured out upon humanity is like that waterfall. It is more 
abundant than we can imagine. God is extravagant in pouring out his 
love---not doing it in measured portions, but splashing and dancing 
and rushing upon us all the time. 

The Holy Spirit is the love of God! The Holy Spirit is the One who 
is being poured out on humanity all the time! And how do we re-
spond'?’ 

Some of us are like those refugees before they left their desert 
home. We have never seen a waterfall, nor even imagined one. We are 
clueless that God is pouring out His Spirit "upon all mankind." (Joel 
3: 1, Acts 2: 17) We are doing our best to survive in a hostile environ-
ment without any idea that there might be a different way of living. 
Some of us are like the guide, familiar with the waterfall, probably ap-
preciative of its beauty and display of power. but able to walk past it 
regularly without it making a significant difference in our lives. We 
have heard of the Holy Spirit and may even have a good theological 
understanding of His position in the Blessed Trinity, but we keep our 
distance, and go our own way. 

Some of us are like the refugees when they first saw the waterfall -
full of wonder and awe, practically unable to move. This is a good 
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thing for a short time, but it's not good to remain there too long. 
After all, you can starve to death staring at a waterfall just as 
much as staring at a desert.  

I think the challenge is to cooperate with the power and good-
ness of the waterfall in order to bring life to the people. Those 
who allow the power of the waterfall to flow through a generator 
to bring light and energy to the people, and use the goodness of 
the fresh water to irrigate the land to feed the people, are truly 
recognizing its purpose. 

Jesus told his disciples, "Behold I am sending the promise of the 
Father upon you; but stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high." (Luke 24:49) "He enjoined them not to de-
part from Jerusalem, but to wait for 'the promise of the Father 
about which you have heard me speak; for John baptized with wa-
ter, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 
'You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth", (Acts 1:4-5, 8) 

On Pentecost Sunday, when the disciples were gathered in the 
upper room with our Blessed Mother, praying together, obediently 
waiting for the promise of the Father yet not even imagining what 
it might be, they suddenly experienced a power like no other 
power. I’m sure their first reaction was wonder and awe. But 
thank God, they didn't stay in the upper room unable to move. No, 
they moved. They moved out into the world, allowing the power of 
the Holy Spirit to use them to bring life to the people, to bring light 
and energy and food to "the ends of the earth." 

This is the same promise of the Father, the same Holy Spirit, 
who is given to us in the Sacrament of Baptism and Confirmation. 
How do we respond? 

We who serve the Church through Catholic Charismatic Re-
newal are convinced that each of us individually, and the Church 
as a whole, is not yet fully cooperating with the power and good­
ness' of the Holy Spirit Who is poured out on "all of mankind" in 
a constant flow. There is so much more that God wants to accom-
plish through our cooperation with the Holy Spirit! 

Unlike a waterfall, that can only renew a small part of the earth 
with hydroelectric power and irrigation, the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit that began at Pentecost and has continued until this 
day is intended to renew the face of the whole earth. The promise of 
the Father is for every person, in every country, in every time. Pen-
tecost is for everyone! The mystery of why God requires our coop-
eration is far beyond the scope of this article or of my limited 
knowledge. But it is a reality. How then do we respond? 

Are we satisfied that many people are living in the desert and 
have not even heard of the Holy Spirit? Are we so complacent that 
we can have an awareness of the Holy Spirit and yet continue to go 
our own way? Are we in awe of the power of the Holy Spirit but 
getting stuck in one place, not moving forward and failing to coop-
erate with that power? Or are we actively seeking to cooperate in 

Many prayer groups have 
still not sent in the update 
forms—if your group’s details 
have not changed since the 
2004 edition of the prayer 
group directory, you can 
simply call the office and 
leave that message. Others, 
please send in the form, 
especially if the leader or 
contact person has changed 
in the last two or three 
years.  

 
We are sending invitations 

for the Nov. 10 Anniversary 
celebration to current and 
former members of prayer 
groups. If you have an 
address for someone who 
may not be on our lists and 
should get a flyer, please 
send the name and address 
to the office as soon as 
possible.        

 
Volunteers are need to serve 

at the National Conference  
June 22-24 in New Jersey. If 
you can serve as an usher or 
Eucharistic minister, please 
let me know as soon as 
possible. A meeting of 
volunteers will be held on 
Friday, June 22, time to be 
announced.                                            

    SPC 
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announced.                                             

order to bring light and energy 
and food to our dark and listless 
and hungry world? 
 We need Pentecost! We 
need the Holy Spirit to come 
upon us so that we will be wit-
nesses to Jesus, who is Savior and 
Lord of all the earth. We need the 
power of the Holy Spirit to com-
pel us to move out of the upper 
room, to boldly proclaim the 
mighty deeds of God.  
     At his final celebration of 
Pentecost in 2004, Pope John 
Paul II went to great lengths to 
encourage the Catholic Charis-
matic Renewal to continue to 
serve the Church in its task of fo-
cusing attention on the grace of 
Pentecost. He said, "Thanks to 
the Charismatic Movement, a 
multitude of Christians have re-
discovered Pentecost as a living 
reality in their daily lives. I hope 
that the spirituality of Pentecost 
will spread in the Church as a 
renewed incentive.” 

It is clear to me that Pope John 
Paul II was not saying that the 
spirituality of Pentecost is only 
for those who happen to identify 
with the Charismatic Renewal. 
Rather, we who are in Charis-
matic Renewal are called to iden-
tify with the whole Church, to be 
leaven in the Church, helping 
others to see the “waterfall” of 
the Holy Spirit, and having seen 
it, allow it to bring life, to gener-
ate light and energy and to irri-
gate hearts and minds as we co-
operate with the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Come Holy Spirit, renew the 
face of the earth! 
 
Reprinted with permission from 
“Gleanings” WWCCR, 2007 
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June 22-24, 2007 

2007 National Catholic Charismatic  

Renewal Conference 

Meadowlands Exposition Center, New Jersey 

 

Keynote Speaker: Bishop Sam Jacobs 

Plus...Patti Gallagher, Sr. Nancy Kellar,  

Vinson Synan, Msgr. Joe Malagreca. Aggie Neck, 
Pablo Bayona,  Fr. John Gordon, Walter Matthews 

workshops, and more… 

Call 1-800-338-2445 or go online: 

www.nsc.chariscenter.org 

 
 

 

Saturday, November 10, 2007 
at 

St. Helena Church, Bronx 
Featured Speakers: 

Fr. Tom Forrest           Walter Matthews 
Sr. Nancy Kellar              Fr. John Gordon 

Fr. Benedict Groeschel      Fr. Steve Norton 
           Fr. Bill Cosgrove             Mary Beth Greene 
 Emcees: Fr. Steve Norton and Sr. Pauline Cinquini 
Music by Steve Leaden and “The Voice of Praise” 
Write or call CRO, 194 Gaylor Rd., Scarsdale, NY 10583 

914-725-1773—CharismNY@optonline.net 
Or 845-215-5501 —-encpray@optonline.net 

www.nsc.chariscenter.org
mailto:CharismNY@optonline.net
mailto:-encpray@optonline.net


MINI-CALENDAR 
 
Staten Island Conference, varied events, call 718-987-8175 for all, except where another number is given 
...Healing Mass, 3rd Tues., 8 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 40 Poplar Ave., Call Nanie, 948-2049 
...Healing Mass, 2nd Tues., 8 p.m., O.L. Star of Sea, 5371 Amboy Rd., Call Rita, 984-4144 
...Healing Mass, 3rd Sat.,8 p.m.,O.L.of Mt.Carmel/St. Benedicta, 1235 Castleton Ave., Call Victor 494-1860 
...Healing Mass, 4th Wed., 8 p.m., Holy Child Church, call Sr. Jean, 718-356-5890 
...Weekly Mass - Wednesdays -Lamb of God, Mt. Manresa, 9 P.M. (following 8 P.M. prayer meeting) 

 S.I. website: http://siconf.tripod.com 
 

St. John the Baptist P.G., 210 W. 31 St., Healing Mass, third Tuesday, other events, call 212-686-1016 
Manhattan...O.L. of Peace Prayer Community, 237 E. 62 St., NYC, 212-838-3189...call for current events 
 
Hope Healing Ministry, 12:30 P.M., 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, St. Mary Church, Mt. Vernon, 914-664-5855 
...St. Mary’s Prayer Group, 8 pm, Wednesdays 
 
St. Paul the Apostle, 77 Lee Ave., Yonkers, call Sr. Eileen, 914-969-3480 
...Charismatic Holy Hour, 1st Tues., Prayer Meeting, 2nd Tues., Healing Mass, 3rd Tues., Prayer Meeting, 4th Tues., Prayer 
Meeting & Bible Teaching, Fr. James Villa, 5th Tues. 
  
St. Elizabeth Seton House of Prayer, Scarsdale, 914-723-0533 
...Thursdays of prayer, from after parish 9 AM Mass, until 12 PM (or Noon Mass with lunch) closes on June 14 
New program in September 
 
Northern Westchester/Putnam Vicariate Cluster - Mary Jane -914-737-4286 for general info* 
...Cluster Prayer Meeting, Thursday, July 26,  7:45,pm, St. Patrick;s, Yorktown Hts., 
...June 14, 8:00 p.m., St.John the Evangelist, Mahopac, Fr. Bill Cosgrove, call Helen, 914-522-9547 
...July 9, 7:30 p.m., Holy Rosary, Hawthorne, Cal Anne, 914-769-4067 
...more Healing Masses, August 9, Fr. Peter Taran, and Oct. 11 
 
Ulster Healing Masses, Fridays, Music at 7 pm, Mass at 7:30 pm, Call 914-626-7477 
,,,July 20, St. Peter’s, Rosendale, NY 
...Sept, 21, St. Coleman’s, East Kingston, NY 
...Oct. 19, St. Mary’s/St. Andrew, Ellenville, NY 
...Nov. 12, St. Joseph’s, Kingston, NY 
..1st Sunday of month, Prayer Meeting, 1:30 p.m., St. John the Evangelist Church, call 845-246-9581 

 
See the “Out & About” column of Catholic New York  for more current information on events. 

or log onto the NY Charismatic Renewal website: catholiccharismaticny.org 

http://siconf.tripod.com

