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Sharing the Charisms with Confidence by Gerry Mader

Recently when attending a small prayer
group, I was disappointed by a lack of
power in the utilization of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. There was little freedom as the
leader seemed to be operating off a schedule
and was quite concerned that things needed
to be done by a certain time. The music
played for a short period of time and then he
called for the sharing of word gifts and there
were two words, one from the Scripture and
one delivered by a woman. The prophecy
was delivered as though it was just another
nice thing to say.

Later we attended an area prayer meeting
where the praise and worship were extended
and the words came forth after a powerful
time of praying in tongues, and the word
was delivered with confidence and with
power. It became so clear to me that it is so
important to building up the body of Christ
that all can see clearly that the Holy Spirit is
in charge of the meeting and we can be
confident that we are to praise, worship,
sing with confidence, pray in tongues and
prophesy with confidence, so that all will
know that we believe that the Holy Spirit is
leading us and wants to build up the people
of God. As we continue to be confident, the
Lord will continue to add to our numbers.

“In him and through faith in him we may
approach God with freedom and confi-
dence” (Eph.3:12 NIV).

“...you then, though you are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give
the Holy spirit to those who ask him!”
(Luke 11:13 NIV).

God, our loving Father, asks us to come
and approach him with confidence. If we
have asked him and Jesus to send us the
Holy Spirit we need to be confident that we
have the first gift which is the Holy spirit
and also are confident that he has given us
gifts to build up the body of Christ that we
are with. “So it is with you. since you are
eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in
gifts that build up the church” (1 cor. 14:12
NIV).

We in the charismatic renewal have been
extremely blessed to have experienced the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit and the accompanied
gifts (charisms) of the outpouring of God’s
Holy Spirit. Paul challenged the early Christians
to be bold and eager to have the gifts of the
Spirit but he also said to use them wisely and in
proper order.

Paul saw how evangelistic the charisms
could be if they were used in such a manner as
to honor God. St. Paul never said not to use
them, but rather he encouraged their use as a
means of drawing others to Christ. In 1 cor. 14,
he especially encourages the gift of prophecy
because he says that it builds up the body of
Christ particularly for new people. He also says
that tongues help to build up the individual

believer.
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Having said all this, what is our current situa-
tion as we look at prayer groups today? There
are some groups who are saying we need to
minimize the use of the charisms so as not to
offend anyone who might come into our group.
In other cases some groups are practicing vari-
ous devotions and it is difficult to know if they
are charismatic and what their purpose is.

The more charisms are present the more
people will be challenged to seek them from the
Lord. In 1 Cor. 13:31, Paul speaks to the com-
munity about the order of prophecy and he sug-
gests that the prophets should prophesy in or-
ders so that all may benefit. “For you can all
prophesy one by one so that all may learn and
be encouraged.”

So it is with tongues, even though Paul is
correcting some behaviors, he is also exhorting
the church to use this gift. Prophecy is for the
believers who are there and tongues is for unbe-

lievers who may be new to the meeting.
“Now I should like all of you to speak in
tongues (1 Cor. 14:5)...I give thanks to God
that I speak in tongues more than any of you”
(1 Cor. 14:18). Paul clearly encourages the
use of these charisms.

We also see how healing plays such a
prominent role in the early chapters of Acts.
Peter and John are imprisoned for healing the
crippled beggar at “the Beautiful Gate.: Their
response is “to evangelize” the Sanhedrin by
proclaiming what they had just accomplished
in the name of Jesus. The people praised God
for what had happened and gave glory to
God. All through the Acts of the Apost5Sles
we hear about the people praising God for
what he is doing through the Holy
Spirit.(Acts 4:29-31.)

The Holy Spirit gave men and women the
power to preach and teach, even those who
had no formal training but who had an en-
counter with the Holy spirit. Among them
Peter, Stephen, Philip and of course Paul,
stand out. These are men who became lead-
ers, teaches, preachers, evangelists, deacons,
prophets, and healers. People who witnessed
by their life and testimony with charisms they
were utilizing were from the Spirit of God.
So it is with us today. The more confidently
we use the charisms the more winsome we
will be and the more will be drawn to use the
charisms to build the body of Christ

We in the Catholic charismatic Renewal
believe that the charism experienced in the
early church are for today. One of the roles of
the Holy Spirit delineated in the recently
released NSC mission statement says that the
action of the Holy spirit leads us to ministry
empowered by the charisms for evangeliza-
tion and service. If we are empowered with
the charisms by the Holy Spirit, we certainly
need to use them with confidence so as to
give glory to the God who gave them to us.
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How to Plan a Holy Spirit Seminar “7he Gift You Have Received, Give as a Gift” Mt. 10:8

If you have experienced “baptism
in the Holy Spirit” you have been
given a wonderful gift. Helping oth-
ers to have this same experience is a
privilege and a responsibility to be
taken very seriously.

Even if you are not currently ac-
tive in a parish prayer group, you
can offer to help plan or participate
in a Holy Spirit seminar. There are
many jobs to do to put on a semi-
nar. You might offer to help as an
intercessor. You may be good with
publicity or with hospitality. You
could offer to run a book table or to
bring refreshments or to decorate
the meeting room. There is a need
for music ministry and greeters and
small group facilitators.
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The seven weeks following Easter
are the ideal time to sponsor a Holy
Spirit seminar. The daily readings
during that time are taken from the
Acts of the Apostles and confirm
the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit in the lives of the first Chris-
tians. It is this vital, zealous Christi-
anity which we seek to experience
in our own time through “baptism
in the Holy spirit.” However, any-
time is a good time. Schedule the
Holy Spirit seminars as soon as you
able and as often as you are able.

For a seminar which will begin in
April or May, the planning should
begin before Lent. The dates need
to be set and publicity done far in
advance because peoples’ calendars
are so full these days.

A Holy Spirit seminar can be con-
ducted on a week-to-week format or
during a weekend. It is preferable

to conduct the seminar over a pe-
riod of weeks so the participants
are able to integrate each part of
the teaching into their own lives.
Each session is dependent upon the
preceding sessions. The participants
need to evaluate their commitment
to the Lord, their image of God,
open themselves to His healing love
and yield to the work of the Spirit
in order to be fully open to
“baptism in the Holy Spirit”.

Most people need the weeks be-
tween the sessions to pray, absorb
and allow the Spirit to work on that
particular area. Those planning the
seminar should have the needs of
the participants as their first prior-
ity, rather than simply doing what
is easiest or convenient.

Follow-up is necessary to insure
that the “baptism in the Holy
Spirit” remains an ongoing part of
the participants’ spiritual life. Par-
ticipants should be encouraged to
attend a charismatic prayer meet-
ing on a regular basis. The pastoral
leadership of the prayer group
should take care that the needs of
the newcomers are met through the
groups, teaching, worship, pastoral
ministry and fellowship. They
should maintain their relationship
with the participants after the semi-
nar to insure that any questions,
problems or needs are being met.
Certain newcomers may need indi-
vidual ministry, guidance or teach-
ing on a charism; the prayer group
should put them in contact with
those who can best help.

Reprinted with permission from Glean-
ings, Western Washington Newsletter,
Feb. 2010

Ed. Note; a suggested timeline is
printed on the back cover. Notify the
office so your seminar can be listed on
our website.
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?A special word to leaders of
prayer groups—an update form
was sent out in January asking
for the latest information about
the groups for a new Directory.
Please either fill it out and mail it
back to me ASAP, or pass it on
to whoever is now the leader or
contact person. It is troubling to
have someone call to tell me a
group disbanded five years ago.

®See the article in this issue
about planning a Holy Spirit or
Life in the Spirit Seminar in
preparation for Pentecost. There
is also a timeline which appears
on the back cover.

?The lead article in this issue
encourages us to share the
charisms-to blend all the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, praise, worship,
prophecy, healing, evangeliza-
tion. If our groups are weak,
shrinking, even boring, we must
look at the use—or lack of use—
of the gifts that the Spirit gave us
in the beginning.

SPC




MINI-CALENDAD Page

Staten Island Conference, varied events, call 718-987-8175 for all, except where another number is given
...Healing Mass, 3rd Tues., 8 p.m., St. Joseph Church, 40 Poplar Ave., Call Nanie, 718-948-2049
...Healing Mass, 3rd Tues., 8 p.m., O.L. Star of Sea, 5371 Amboy Rd., Call Marge, 718-984-0593
...Healing Mass, 3rd Sat.,8 p.m.,O.L.of Mt.Carmel/St. Benedicta, 1235 Castleton Ave., Call Victor 718-494-1860
...Healing Mass, 4th Wed., 8 p.m., Holy Child Church, call Sr. Jean, 718-356-5890
...Weekly Mass - Wednesdays -Lamb of God, Mt. Manresa, 9 P.M. (following 8 P.M. prayer meeting)

S.I. website: http://siconf.tripod.com

...St. John the Baptist P.G., 210 W. 31 St., Healing Mass, third Tuesday, other events, call 212-686-1016
Life in the Spirit Seminar, April 28-June 23

...0.L. of Peace Prayer Community, 237 E. 62 St., NYC, 212-838-3189...call for current events

Hope Healing Ministry, 12:30 P.M., 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, St. Mary Church, Mt. Vernon, 914-664-5855
...St. Mary’s Prayer Group, 8 pm, Wednesdays

St. Paul the Apostle, 77 Lee Ave., Yonkers, call Sr. Eileen, 914-969-3480
...Charismatic Holy Hour,1st Tues.,Prayer Meeting,2nd Tues.,Healing Mass, 3rd Tues.,

...Prayer Meeting, 4th Tues., Prayer Meeting & Bible Teaching, Fr. James Villa, 5th Tues.
...Life in the Spirit Seminar, Feb. 23-April 6, 2010, 8 pm, call 914-965-9333 for more info

St. Elizabeth Seton House of Prayer, Scarsdale, 914-723-0533

...Thursdays of prayer, begins with IHM parish 9 AM Mass (or Noon Mass) to 1 PM with lunch) call to confirm

...Lenten Day of Prayer, Sat. March 6,, 9 AM to 3 pm, call for details and to register (by March 3)

...Apr. 1, Holy Thursday, 9:30 am to 3 pm., Charismatic Prayer, Talks on themes of Holy Week, Scripture Study, call by Mar. 29

Northern Westchester/Putnam Vicariate Cluster - Mary Jane -914-737-4286 for general info*

...Cluster Prayer Meeting, Thursday, Apr. 29, 2010, 7:45 p.m. Fr. Augustine Addai, St. Patrick’s Parish Center*
...Healing Mass, Mar. 8, ,7:30 pm, Holy Rosary, Hawthorne, call Anne (above)

...Healing Mass, Mar. 18, 8 pm, St. Patrick’s YH, call Joan (#above)

...Healing Mass, May 20, 8 pm, St. Patrick’s,, YH, call Joan (#above)

Ulster Healing Masses, Fridays, Music at 7 pm, Mass at 7:30 pm, Call 914-626-7477,
..1st Sunday of month, Prayer Meeting, 1:30 p.m., St. John the Evangelist Church, call 845-246-9581

See the “Out & About” column of Catholic New York for more current information on events.
or log onto the NY Charismatic Renewal website: catholiccharismaticny.org

SPECIAL EVENT- An Evening with John Michael Talbot, Fri., April 23, 8 pm, O.L. Star of the Church
call Maryann 718-966-0671 or Susan 718-356-7280

Pentecost

I
SAVETHE DATE !l May 22-23, 2010

Saturday
November 13,2010 Watch for
St. Helena Church, Bronx celebrations

Theme, Speakers and Registration
to be announced in next Ignite
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DATED MATERIAL

PREPARING FOR A HOLY SPIRIT SEMINAR
The following schedule may be helpful in planning for a Holy Spirit (Life in the Spirit) Seminar '

3 months prior to seminar

(or earlier)

< Set dates for seminar, obtain pastor’s approval
and arrange for facilities.
@ Announce seminar dates to prayer group so
they will reserve dates on their calendars.
< Begin publicity so people can plan ahead to attend
and to invite their friends.
@ Contact presenter for each session’s teaching
#"Recruit intercessors to begin praying for the seminar.
< Order seminar materials for leaders and participants

2 months prior
< Call for volunteers to serve on team. Continue publicity

6 weeks prior
< Hold a team meeting to begin planning and

distribute responsibilities

4 weeks prior
< |nvite individuals to serve as sponsors, assign

discussion group facilitators and arrange for
book table consignment.

(4

3 weeks prior

< As participants pre-register, assign sponsors and
continue publicity.

2 weeks prior

@ Hold a team meeting to evaluate preparations,
continue publicity and arrange that the sponsors meet
with the participants.

1 week prior

<Hold a team meeting for prayer and to determine last
minute needs. Discussion groups can be formed.

During the Seminar

& Team meets weekly to evaluate. Sponsors should
keep in contact with participants.

1 week after the seminar

& Team meeting to evaluate seminar and
plan follow-up




